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‘New
Hope’
for the
homeless

Tackling
human
trafficking

BY JEFFREY ZANKER
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
New Hope Missionary Baptist Church will be one of
more than 70 organizations
participating in St. Pete’s
2017 Martin Luther King Jr.
Day of Service next month,
which is a way to transform
Dr. King’s life and teachings
into community service that
empower
and
helps
strengthen local communities.
New Hope’s project is
aimed at helping homeless
residents and those young
adults who have aged out of
Florida’s foster care system.
“This project aligns to
our church’s goals for the
community,” said Christopher Graham, New Hope’s
executive pastor and project
leader. “We want to demonstrate how much a small gesture can help people in
need.”
Titled Hope for the
Homeless, the church will
get some needed assistance
from two local organizations,
Ready For Life, Inc. and St.
Vincent de Paul. Ready for
Life, Inc. aids former foster
care youth ages 18-24, and
St. Vincent de Paul helps provide food and shelter for the
city’s homeless residents.
The project’s first phase
starts Jan. 7 with an employment workshop at the
church for a group of former
foster care youths. The workshop will focus on helping
them with job searches, resume writing, mock interSee HOPE, page 2

Keyona Thompson was surprised to find out that former Buccaneer Warrick Dunn, Habitat for
Humanity and Publix teamed up to give her an unforgettable Christmas, Wed., Dec. 7.

A home for the holidays
BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Thompson
Keyona
thought she was taking
her kids to see Santa
while meeting up with
Habitat for Humanity
members who recently
awarded her with the
prestige of a new Habitat home. What she actually was lured to was
indeed a bit more than
she could have ever expected.
Thompson, a native
of St. Petersburg and a
graduate of Northeast
High
School,
has
worked hard for years
to own her own home.

Denied on her first attempt with Habitat for
Humanity because of
her credit rating, she
has worked for the last
year and a half to clear
away the debt and to put
in her service hours
with the organization so
that she can one day realize the dream of owning her own home.
With six kids, five of
her own and raising her
niece, Thompson was
hesitant the time would
come. But in preparation for the day her
house will be built, she
scrimped and saved,
putting any bit of money
she could in savings to
help cover the closing

costs when the time
came to sign the papers.
“I wasn’t gonna go
out of my way for Christmas,” said Thompson,
“because this home
meant more to me than
just one Christmas.”
But standing on her
home site along Fourth
Avenue South in Childs
Park, Thompson and
her kids were surprised
with a very generous
gift. Publix Super Markets Charities (PSMC)
played Santa by donating gifts to all of Thompson’s children and set
up a surprise that left
Thompson
virtually
speechless.
“I need tissue,” she

said after hearing what
her Christmas gift was.
With its recent announcement that PSMC
plans to donate $5.5 million to Habitat for Humanity affiliates across
the Southeast, roughly
60 more families like the
Thompsons will have a
chance to realize the
dream of owning their
own home.
“This has been my
dream forever,” said
Thompson
fighting
back tears. “My mama
didn’t own her own
home, neither did my
grandma. It means so
much.”
See HOME, page 7

Hope for Jordan Park
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
The Pinellas County
Urban League (PCUL)
and
Leadership
Florida, a statewide
community of leaders
working for a better
Florida, partnered with
each other along with
the St. Petersburg
Housing Authority to
spruce up Jordan Park
last Saturday, Dec. 10.
Through Leadership Florida’s Connect
Florida program, volun-

teers from all over the
state
spent
the
day spreading mulch
and picking up garbage
across the public housing complex.
“There’s 103 buildings, so that’s pretty
much going to take the
day,” said Robin Adams,
an asset management
officer at the St. Petersburg Housing Authority.
Alex Price, co-chair
of Connect Florida, explained that Leadership
See SERVICE, page 9

CEO of St. Petersburg Housing Authority
Tony Love shoveling mulch.

Stephanie
Lawson
BY JOYCE NANETTE
JOHNSON
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Not long ago the gossip
whispered through school
hallways was who had a
new girlfriend or boyfriend
or who was wearing what
to the football game. Now
whispers of suspected
drug abuse, juvenile crime
and the growing insidious
epidemic of human trafficking can be heard.
According to Stephanie
Lawson, who is employed
as a resource teacher with
the
Pinellas
County
Schools Homeless Education Team, human trafficking is expanding rapidly in
Pinellas and Hillsborough
Counties.
Through a MLK Day of
Service grant, Lawson motivated and assisted by her
17-year-old daughter Alexis
Peterson, created a oneday workshop entitled
“COLORS,” which is an
acronym for Courage to
Overcome Life’s Obstacles
Regardless of My Situation.
The workshop will have
three main components:
Awareness, self-defense
and learning to love your
skin, both inside and out.
Lawson feels that
homelessness is one of the
main
contributors
of
human trafficking and sexual abuse.
“I was aware of it, but
my whole perspective
changed when I saw the
total impact and trauma involved with homelessness,” she said.
See COURAGE, page 7
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Tackling homelessness in St. Pete
HOPE, from front page

views, proper job interview attire and budget
handling, which Graham
describes as “the backbone” of the workshop.
“We will give them the
life skills needed to take
care of themselves,” said
Graham, stating that having these skills will help
stave off homelessness.
Jan. 16, the team will
stop by St. Vincent de
Paul, located at 384 15th
St. N, to give out bags of
nonperishable food and
hygiene products to the
homeless. Graham will
also take this opportunity
to speak with some of the
itinerant on the importance of MLK Day.
“There was much influenced by Dr. King,”
said Graham, mentioning
King’s support for affirmative action, which gives

equal opportunities for
people for each gender
and color in education and
the workplace.
Being first time applicants, the church came up
with a few different project ideas, such as building
a children’s playground or
taking St. Pete youths to
see the Martin Luther
King, Jr. Memorial in
Washington D.C., but ultimately decided on helping
to alleviate homelessness.
Although this is the
first time they’ve received
a MLK Day of Service
grant, New Hope is no
stranger to serving their
community. This year
alone they held a block
party for area residents,
and dispatched congregation members with 100
gift baskets full of food
and supplies to the neigh-

borhood surrounding the
church.
Each neighbor was
asked what could the 103year-old church do to help
improve their lives, and
many of the ideas they received have been implemented.
“We were looking to
get ideas from them how
we can better serve our
community,” he said. “We
definitely want to be able
to meet needs.”
The church has 20
members joining in on the
project with more expected in the coming
weeks. Anyone interested
in volunteering can call
New Hope’s main number
at (727) 896-5228.
New Hope Missionary
Baptist Church is located
at 2120 19th St. S, St. Petersburg.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
St. Pete’s Finest:
Judge Ramona Franklin
HOUSTON – St. Pete
native Ramona Franklin
has been elected judge
for the 338th Criminal
District Court in Harris
County in Houston, and
will be sworn in next
month.
The daughter of Villa
Don and Mary Ann
Franklin, she attended
Lakewood High School
and was a faithful member of Faith Memorial
Missionary
Baptist
Church.
After high school she
went on to Florida Agriculture and Mechanical
University in Tallahassee
where she majored in
English and minored in
criminal justice. Deciding
to continue her education, she received a master’s degree in sports
administration at Lynn
University in Boca Raton,
and a Juris Doctor degree from Thomas M.
Cooley Law School in
Lansing, Mich.
In
law
school
Franklin participated in
the Moot Court Competition and was awarded the
Best Advocate Award.
She participated in the
Mock Trial Competition
and served on the Moot
Court and Mock Trial
Executive Board, but she
didn’t stop there.
She served as a Senate Representative, Law
School Marshall, Cooley
Ambassador and as the
President of the Black
Law Student Association.
She participated in the
Cooley Clinic, Criminal
Law Society, Faculty
Committee, Student Bar
Association, Grand Marshall all while making the
Dean’s List.
Franklin’s hard work
did not go unnoticed. She

Ramona Franklin
received the Leadership
Achievement Award and
Litigation Award.
Following graduation
from law school she
moved to Houston and
worked as an assistant
district attorney at the
Harris County District
Attorney’s Office before
entering into private
practice in 2006, concentrating on criminal law,
family law and estate
planning.
She has handled an
extensive variety of legal
cases, but primarily focuses her practice on
zealously
advocating
criminal cases.
Franklin appears on
two weekly radio shows
entitled “Don’t Judge
Me,” on KVRN Radio and
“The Law: Inside & Outside The Courtroom” on
KJOZ Radio both in
Houston. She informs,
educates and empowers
listeners about the court
system and many other

relevant criminal justice
Issues.
As if she’s not busy
enough, Franklin in an
adjunct professor at Remington College, teaching
Criminal Justice Studies.
With a passion for serving her community, she
has volunteered in the
Volunteer’s
Houston
Lawyer
Program,
NAACP Pro Bono Legal
Defense Program and
the Diamond In the
Rough Mentor Program.
Working to complete
her first book, Franklin is
also
a
motivational
speaker, and a member
of Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority Incorporated.
The Honorable Ramona Franklin’s Investiture and Swearing in
Ceremony will be held
Jan. 3, 2017, in the 338th
Criminal District Court
room.
Congratulations from
The Weekly Challenger!
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Northeast Bandits champions on and off field
BY ALLEN A. BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
The Northeast Bandits
scored the only game
touchdown in the middle
of the fourth quarter to
beat Pinellas Park for the
2016 JV Flyweight Championship at Calvary Christian
High School.
“Due to the fact that we
hadn’t been scored on all
year, six points was more
than enough for us,” said
Head Coach Randell Lee
Groen.
Seven-year-old tight
end Owen Smith made the
dash for the one and only
touchdown of the game.
The Bandits ended
their season with a perfect
13-0 record, and their defense shut out opponents
in every single game.
When the season
started, Groen wanted to
establish and maintain a
safe learning environment
and to have fun; and while
having fun, the team exceeded all expectations.
Offensive line coach
and assistant athletic director Steve Smith has been
with the Bandits for four
years. Just a meager 25
years ago, he was a Flyweight on the same team.
As a member of the board
of directors, Smith has a
bird’s eye view of not only
what goes on game day,

but also what goes on behind the scenes that contributed to the team’s
success, especially for the
2016 season.
“What I enjoy the most
is how much we give back
to the community,” said
Smith, pointing out that he
is not alone in his efforts in
working with the community to drum up support for
kids wanting to be a part of
the Bandits.
“What me and Randy
have done is going out and
getting
sponsorship
money to help pay for the
families that can’t afford to
pay for their kids to play.
Not only do we sponsor the
kids to play football, but it’s
really a life sponsorship.
And that’s one of the things
we try to teach to all of our
coaches.”
Smith emphasized the
true depth and breath of
what’s needed to help
young people today be successful in all that they do.
“If you’re going to take
the time to sponsor them,
sponsor them on the field,
sponsor them by making
sure their grades are
where they should be and
they’re taking school seriously. Sponsor them their
whole life!”
Smith continued by
stating how former Bandit
members that have moved
up in the division still come
over to his house for sleep-

overs with his older son.
Smith’s unique approach
to supporting community
sports was expressed by
several team parents who
attended the end-of-season
celebration cookout at
Northeast High School’s
Football Complex Sunday,
Dec. 4.
“I noticed he’s definitely more disciplined,
and he’s more focused,”
said Lon Woods, the father
of defensive tackle Isaiah
Henry.
Bernetta Davis has
three sons on the Bandits,
but she talked about the
newest arrival on the team,
her son Daniel who’s an offensive and defensive lineman.
“They refer to him as
D3 because he has two
brothers already on the
team,” said Davis, who
mentioned that playing
football has had an impact
on Daniel’s academic performance.
“It helps them to be
able to focus, and they
have to be able to learn
plays just like in school
when you have to learn
how to do your math assignments and other assignments,” she said.
Danielle
Alexander
said her son’s social and academic skills benefited as a
result of his experience
with the Bandits during the
2016 season.

“He likes to be called
Champ now,” said Alexander about her son
Demetrius Richardson, Jr.
She talked about his
emotional and academic
growth as a result of his experience with the Bandits.
“When they play group
games in school, he’s become a better sport, not
easily upset or angry; he
just moves on and tries
harder the next time. And
that’s pretty much the
same thing in academics as
well.”
What’s a celebration
without good food? The
Bandits certainly couldn’t
tell you because Leroy
Ford and family catered
the event providing barbeque chicken and ribs,
hamburgers,
hotdogs,
macaroni and cheese, potato salad, green salad,
sweet potato pie and three
assortments of cakes.
“It’s been nerve-racking, it’s been scary, but it’s
been exciting and makes
us stronger for next year—
we’re ready to come back
and do it again,” said
Smith.
In
summary,
the
Northeast Bandits players,
coaches and parents pulled
together to be champions
on and off the field.
To
reach
Allen
Buchanan,
email
abuchanan@theweeklychallenger.com
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2017 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
Day of Service is underway
ST. PETERSBURG —
The MLK Day of Service
Advisory Board in collaboration with St. Petersburg College (SPC) has
awarded approximately
$200,000 to local organizations for service activischeduled
in
ties
connection with the Dr.
Martin Luther King Holiday on January 16, 2017.
With the help of then
State
Representative
Darryl Rouson, this is
the fifth year SPC has received funds from the
Florida Legislature for
the St. Petersburg MLK
Day of Service. These
projects will involve
nearly 70 nonprofits, organizations and public
agencies as part of the
MLK Day of Service Advisory Board’s annual effort to transform the
holiday into “A Day On,
Not a Day Off.”
The MLK Day of

light on service as a powerful force to unite our
community. It provides
everyone an opportunity
to join neighbors and
local leaders to tackle
civic challenges and
strengthen our communities.
For more information
or to sign up to volunteer
visit our website: www.spcollege.edu/mlkservice,
or contact Dr. Shameka
Jones, MLK Day of Service, Project Manager, at
(727)
341-4601
or
jones.shameka@spcollege.edu
The MLK Day of
Service Advisory Board
is a local group of citizens, community leaders
and business professionals that leads the annual
MLK Day of Service in
St. Petersburg, in collaboration with St. Petersburg College.

Service Advisory Board
provides opportunities
for groups, businesses
and people of all ages
and backgrounds to
serve their communities
through a variety of one
day and long-term initiatives. Working with nonprofits,
faith-based
groups, schools and local
agencies, the board engages neighbors in meeting critical needs in
education, health, the environment, public safety,
economic opportunity,
neighborhood revitalization and other areas.
These projects include delivering meals to
the needy, refurbishing
schools and community
centers, collecting food
and clothing, signing up
mentors, health education, promoting nonviolence and more.
The MLK Day of
Service shines a spot-

Deltas “stuffing the bus”
at MLK Day of Service event in 2014.

A call to action
TAMPA BAY – One
Church One Child of
Florida challenges communities to seriously consider
adopting or mentoring children in need of a forever
home. Do you have room in
your heart for a child or siblings in need of a family?
This is an urgent and
important question that
must be raised time and
time again, but each time
there is a different child or
children. One Church One
Child of Florida is reaching
out to families and individuals in local communities
across the state in efforts to
help share the truth that the
child pictured here and others like him are waiting for
a permanent home and/or
mentor.
Daily over 700 children
are in need of a family to call
their own, many of them
are minorities. Can you
provide a loving, permanent
home for these siblings or
other children like them, or
consider becoming their
mentor?
Churches are asked to
partner with One Church
One Child in sharing information with congregations
and extending Watch-Care
Ministries to children. Rev.
Beverly Hills Lane, state
president for One Church
One Child of Florida and
vice-president for National
One Church One Child, is
challenging her fellow pastors to get involved and encouraging families to open
their hearts and homes to
children.
These series of articles
feature children located in
communities across the
state; they have no family
identified to adopt them.
Will you take the challenge
of opening your home and
family to parenting them?
December’s child is

Photo by Amy Pezz

“I have a creative mind.”
highlighted in this article;
he too deserves to have a
family. Do pray sincerely
for him and consider making him a part of your family
through adoption or a part
of your church through
Project Watch-Care, for support and mentoring.
Antonio
Often in the stories of
successful artists, there’s
one connecting thread: the
triumph over difficulty. Antonio’s going to have one of
these stories. He uses his
magnificent artistic abilities
to express himself and
draws on his own triumphs
to propel his art.
He lives and breathes to
create, taking small breaks
to admire another one of his
loves, fast cars. Antonio has
a unique sense of style and

a sweet, shy personality. If
he could go anywhere in
the world it would be
Paris—as most artist
would. His whole life would
be changed by stable, supportive parents who make
his dreams theirs.
If you are interested in
knowing more about Antonio and other children in
foster care available for
adoption, or if you would
like to become a foster parent, mentor, partner or volunteer, please contact
LaKay Fayson, recruitment
for
One
coordinator
Church One Child of
Florida’s SunCoast Region,
at (813) 740-0210 or
lakay_fayson@ococfl.org.
For more information,
logon to www.ococfl.org.

GET INVOLVED!

Volunteer
Volunteer to
to serve
serve in
in aa local
local project
project on
on
MLK
MLK Day
Day of
of Service
Service January
January 16,
16, 2017
2017

MLK Day of Service A DAy ON, NOT A DAy Off
cONGrATuLATIONS TO ThE MLK DAy Of SErVIcE AwArD rEcIpIENTS
5000 Role Models of Gibbs High School
and Melrose Elementary
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc.
- Zeta Upsilon Omega Chapter
Anointed Word Fellowship
Association of Naval Services Officers (ANSO)
BETHEL AME HUMAN SERVICES AND
EDUCATION FOUNDATION, INC.
Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church Young
Lions and Daughters of Imani
Caring For Girls Academy Inc.
CASA (Community Action Stops Abuse, Inc.)
Christ Gospel Church of St. Petersburg, Inc.
Churches United for a Healthy Congregation
- A program of the James B. Sanderlin NFC
Community EFX, Inc.
Cross and Anvil Human Services, Inc.
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc.
(St. Petersburg Alumnae Chapter)
Dyvine Appointments Salon and
Hair Loss Clinic
Eta Rho Educational Services /
Eta Rho Chapter of Omega Psi Phi
Everyday Hero Project
Excellerated Youth
Faith House Florida, Inc.
Florida A&M University College
of Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical Sciences
Florida Dream Center, Inc
Fred G. Minnis Sr. Bar Association
Garden Florida

Girlfriends and 5000 Role Models
of Pinellas Park Middle School
Habitat for Humanity of Pinellas County
Hair By Ahsile LLC
Happy Worker's Learning Center Inc.
Healthy Start at Johns Hopkins All Children's
HIV/AIDS ACTION COMMITTEE
Inspirational Ties
K-H Edutainment
Lakewood Elementary School
Lawson Funeral Home- COLORS
Love the Golden Rule, Inc.
Melrose Elementary School Girlfriends &
5000 Role Models
Meraki Beauti
Mercy Keepers, Inc.
Midtown Celebrity Club, Inc.
Mt. Moriah Christian Fundamental Academy
Mt. Zion Human Services program,
Sistahs Surviving Breast Cancer
My Daughter's Keeper of Tampa Bay, Inc.
New Direction Career Services, Inc
NEW EXPRESSIONS GOING FORWARD, INC.
New Hope Missionary Baptist Church
Parent Support for Education Council, Inc
Phoenix UPLIFT (Uplifting People
Living in Fire Tragedy)
Pinellas Opportunity Council, Inc.
SCLC OF PINELLAS

Learn more
www.spcollege.edu/MLKService

Sistahs of Compassion Supporting
Cancer Survivors Inc.
Sofia Forte's Catering
Sparkly Clean Services, Inc.
Spirit of Tampa Bay Community Choir
St. Petersburg Police Athletic League
St. Petersburg Pregnancy Center /The Next
STEPP Center
Suncoast Chapter of Jack and Jill of America, Inc.
Swiyyah Productions Inc.
Tampa Bay Living Green/ Sustainable Urban
Agriculture Coalition (SUAC)
Tampa Metropolitan Area YMCA
The Clinic at 721, Inc.
The Deuces Live, Inc.
The Gathering of Women , Inc.
The Links, Incorporated,
St. Petersburg (FL) Chapter
The Local Food Project/Local Food Park, Inc.
The Red Tent Women's Initiative
Triumph Learning Center, LLC
Unitarian Universalist Church of St. Petersburg
-UU’s Helping People Homeless Ministry
Venture House, a program of
Bright Community Trust Inc
WestCare GulfCoast Florida, Inc.
Williams Park Partnership
Workforce Solutions of Tampa Bay, Inc.
Zeta Phi Beta Sorority Incorporated
- Zeta Gamma Zeta Chapter
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COMMUNITY NEWS
‘Thank you from the bottom of my heart’
HOME, from front page

Further sweetening
the pot was when former
Tampa Bay Buccaneer
running back Warrick
Dunn, on behalf of his
foundation’s
program
called Homes for the Holidays, stepped up to
speak.
He’d heard about
Thompson and her dedication to not only raising
her own children, but also
her willingness to take in
a family member’s child.
So Dunn’s charity, which
helps out single-parent
families working toward
first-time
homeownership, paid it forward, generously donating $5,000 to
add to her down payment.
“I understand the
struggle and I understand
the sacrifice,” Dunn said
to Thompson. His mom

raised six kids herself, of
which Dunn was the oldest. “I know my mom put
it on the line every day to
provide a safer environment for us kids and I can
see the same will and passion in you.”
He couldn’t be more
right.
A licensed practical
nurse with Baywood
Nursing Center in Midtown, Thompson plans to
one day become a registered nurse so she can be
in a better position to provide for her family. With
the generous donations
from Home for the Holidays and PSMC, Thompson is well on her way to
affording going back to
school.
Dunn handed out
backpacks to Thompson’s

girls, and signed footballs
to her three boys. Publix
and its donors compiled a
gift basket full of household cleaners and various
other products, along with
a specialized carving
board with the words,
“Home Sweet Home” inscribed on it.
And although at this
point Thompson was
overwhelmed with the
graciousness of all the donations, there were still
more to come.
“When the house is
complete, we’re also
going to stock your
pantry,” said Brian West,
a media and community
relations manager with
Publix.
Which is a big deal for
and
her
Thompson
brood. “I don’t get food

stamps, so for them to furnish our pantry, that’s
major. I have to feed six
kids.”
She also doesn’t receive any public housing
assistance, so when Dunn
dropped the bombshell
that Home for the Holidays was also going to
take care of furnishing
her entire home, Thompson could hold in her
tears no longer.

“It’s like extravagant,”
she said. “I’m setting a
foundation. It’s a fulfilling
feeling, and it means a lot
on so many levels.”
So as elected officials
looked on, Thompson and
her kids thanked everyone a multitude of times
and dug into their cake
adorned with a rendering
of what their new home
will look like with its six
rooms and two baths. But

Keyona Thompson and Warrick Dunn

it was the smiles on the
faces of all involved,
donors and recipients
alike, that ensures this
fairy tale Christmas surprise will bring a lifetime
of gratitude and inspire
hope in the lives of one
very special woman and
her family.
For more information
on Habitat Humanity
Pinellas, please go to habitatpinellas.org.

Publix Media & Community Relations
Manager Brian West

Child sexual abuse and human trafficking
COURAGE, from front page

The brainchild of the
project, Alexis is a senior
at St. Petersburg Collegiate High School and as
a result of her involvement with their Rotary
Club’s Interact program,
she felt motivated to create her own community
service project focusing
on human trafficking.
“I’m definitely proud
of my daughter being generous with her time and
being selfless to inspire
other young women,” said
Lawson.
“I’ve always had someone to mentor me,” Alexis
said. “I’ve had opportunities that others may not
have had. I appreciate it
and wanted to give back.”
Alexis said she was
taught to help others so
that they might “poten-

tially help to change lives”
by her mom and grandmother, Kathleen WoodsRichardson.
“I’m really excited
about the overwhelming
support from the whole
community,” said Lawson,
who along with her husband Benjamin and his
family owns Lawson Funeral Home & Cremation
Service.
The workshop will be
held at St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church and
transportation will be provided by Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church.
Lawson said since the
whole community recognizes the threat, recruiting volunteers was not too
difficult. She will be assisted by Dr. Cynthia
Johnson, Althea Hudson

and Dr. Patricia Williams.
At the workshop, St.
Petersburg Police Chief
Anthony Holloway will be
on hand to give tips on
safety and awareness,
while Alfred Foddrell of
City Tae Kwon Do Academy will be there instructing girls on basic
self-defense moves.
For boost in self-esteem, Khana Rebman, educator and Mary Kay
beauty consultant, will be
present to give tips on
proper skin care, makeup
application and how to
have inner love and respect for oneself.
The COLORS workshop will have representatives
from
Pinellas
Technical College, St. Petersburg College, several
local businesses and area

social services to provide
resource information.
Attendees can expect
a continental breakfast
and lunch, and the afternoon will conclude with a
group discussion on issues important to girls
and will be facilitated by
motivational speaker Naudia Camble, author of
“Queen’s Pillow Talk.”
“I hope that the COLORS workshop will help
girls to walk away more
informed, aware and inLawson
respired,”
marked.
Alexis wants the girls
to go out and disseminate
the information learned at
the workshop. “Give what
they learned to someone
else. Each one, teach
one,” she concluded.
The project will kick-

Alexis Peterson and Stephanie Lawson
off Monday, Jan. 16 from
3-4 p.m. with pre-registration and a meet and greet
with the presenters at
Lawson Funeral Home,
4535 Central Ave. The ac-

tual workshop will take
place Saturday, Jan. 21
from 10-3:30 p.m. at St.
Mark Missionary Baptist
Church, 1301 37th St. S.

CONNECT WITH US!
BUSINESS DIRECTORY
HOMEOWNERS
INSURANCE

Cancelled or Non-Renewed??

WE CAN HELP!!!

727-393-4617

Larry Eugene Walker • Insurance
Great Automobile Rates • Over 20 Years of Experience

SYLVIA J. TAYLOR P.A.
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW
Specializing In Real Estate Closings,
Refi’s and Probate

1900 Main Street, Suite 750
Sarasota, FL 34238
(941) 309-5188
Fax (941) 309-5201
sylviajtaylorpa@cs.com

Deannie K’s Beauty Salon
Beauty is more
than skin deep.
Call TODAY for an appointment

Phone: 727-894-1734
2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Law Office Of
B. Brinson Insurance Agency RONALD
L. NELSON, P.A.
Auto, Life, Health and Home Owners
brinsoninsagy@yahoo.com
Bennie Brinson
1830 49th St. So.
St. Petersburg, FL 33707
Tel: 727-328-9878
Cell: 727-215-3048
Fax: 727-328-9545

ATTORNEY AT LAW
• Auto Accidents and Injuries
• Divorce and Family Law
• Employment Discrimination
• Wills and Probate
1247 First Ave. N., St. Petersburg, FL 33705

727-345-9292 • www.RonNelsonLaw.com
The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be based solely upon advertisements. Before
you decide, ask the lawyer to send you free written information about their qualifications and experience.

ARE YOU HAVING TROUBLE
CONTROLLING THE WAY YOU EAT?

H ELP
727-724-6292 (PAT)
FOOD ADDICTS
IN RECOVERY
ANONYMOUS
CALL FOR

OR VISIT OUR
WEBSITE

www.foodaddicts.org

Please

suPPort
our
advertisers

Notice is hereby given that the Annual General
Meeting for Happy Worker's Learning Center Inc.
S.M.A.R.T Board of Director's is scheduled for Tuesday, December 20, 2016 from 6:30 PM - 8:00 PM.
Happy Worker's Learning Center is located at 920
19th Street South., St. Petersburg, FL. Please RSVP
no later than Friday, December 16, 2016. For more
information, call 727-894-5337.v
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Gibbs Classes
of ‘63, ‘65 & ‘66
Annual Scholarship
Christmas Party
Friday, December 23, 2016

8:00 pm - Midnight
Tickets $15
BYOF • Cash Bar
Free Soft Drinks & Bottled Water

Gulfport
Casino Ballroom

5500 Shore Blvd. S.,
Gulfport, FL 33707
For Tickets and Information Call:
Mary Allen: 727-327-7717
Jacquelyn Williams: 727-864-3323
Shirley Smith: 727-415-4628

CONNECT WITH US!
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Sprucing up Jordan Park
SERVICE, from front page

Florida is “all about state
pride,” and on this day of
service, nine projects
were going on throughout
the major regions of the
state, he explained.
“We got in touch with
the Urban League and the
housing authority because we heard they were
doing great work in the
area and said, ‘Hey, would
you be interested in partnering with us in this sort
of flagship service project?’” Price said.
The organization recruits 45 to 50 volunteers
that go through a class experience throughout the
year, and when they graduate they become alumni
of Leadership Florida. As
one of the leaders of Leadership Florida, Price
wants these members to
understand the “back
end” of what the community is going through.
“What is the journey
of the community historically? Where is it going?
Where are the leaders
wanting to take it so they
could be more advocates
to the area as they go
back to their respective
parts of the state and they
can tell that story,” he
said, adding that the educational aspect of this day
is as important as the
practical one.
Once the St. Peters-

burg Housing Authority
purchases Jordan Park
next year from the out-ofstate management company that currently owns
it, they along with the
PCUL will roll out a new
program called the Financial Empowerment Center.
This program will
teach residents of Jordan
Park about credit—how
to establish it, how to
clean it up and how to
maintain a good credit
score.
The program includes
a class that teaches people the ins and outs of
their credit reports and
ratings. Watson Haynes
II, president & CEO of the
PCUL said they will also
be working closely with
economically challenged
families in helping them
move out of public housing and obtain a home of
their own.
“You’ve got to move
families out of poverty,
not one person,” he said.
“It’s the same philosophy
we use to deal with children. We can’t fix a child
and send that child back
into the environment.
What you’ve got to do is
begin to work with the
family and move the family together.”
A child may be having problems because his

parent has two or three
jobs, he explained.
“How can we as the
Urban League take those
two or three jobs and
make it one job?” he said,
adding that they aim to
provide opportunities for
families.
Chester
Spellman,
chairman of the Connect
Florida Board of Governors, noted that this year
marked the first statewide
day of service for Leadership Florida.
“We’re just really excited about the impact
that we’re going to make
not only in this community but in all nine of our
regions across the state,”
he said.
The Jordan Park service project is one of nine
projects taking place
throughout the state,
Price said. Other projects
in
regions
across
Florida include volunteer
activities, such as serving
meals or packaging food
in food banks to provide
holiday meals for families.
“At the end of the day,
it’s about impact,” Price
said.
Jordan Park, one of
the oldest public housing
communities in the country, may look all right on
the outside, Haynes said,
but you have to look on
the inside. That’s where

REEVES BUILDING, PLUMBING
& ROOFING CONTRACTOR
Over 37 Years in Tampa Bay

Specializing In:
Painting • Drywall • Flooring • Plumbing • Windows
Roofing • Soffit & Fascia Cabinets • Kitchen & Bath
Garage & Porch Rehabilitation • Custom Home Remodeling
Approved Rehabilitation Contractor for: City of Tampa, Hillsborough County,
City of St. Petersburg, Pinellas County and Polk County

Call MICHAEL REEVES - Phone/Fax 813-238-6197
Email: reevesbuilding@verizon.net • www.ReevesBuilding.com
Licenses:

CFC025588

Your
Family
Vision
Center

CCC1326860

CBC1251478

“A Personal Touch
from Caring Professionals”

DC EYE
ASSOCIATES
Dr. Deborah C.
Flanagan

Optometric Physician

• Comprehensive Eye
Examinations
• Children’s Vision Care
• Contact Lens Specialist
• Eye Disease Management
• Medical Consults for Laser
Refractive and Cataract Surgery

Students
Professionals
Adults
Athletes

MEDICARE AND
MOST VISION PLANS ACCEPTED

Conveniently Located
4940 Central Avenue

727-321-6600 x1

L-R, Tony Love, Rachel Massey, Chester Spellman,
Alex Price, Merdochey LaFrance and Watson Haynes
people have faced all
kinds of challenges.
Haynes credits Tony
Love, CEO of the St. Petersburg Housing Authority, in buying back the
housing complex to effect
changes and improve conditions.
“This day is made possible because of a guy
who came to this community and said, ‘I am not
going to let this go
down,’” said Haynes
about Love.
Love, whose career in
the affordable housing industry spans almost four
decades, is a nationally
recognized leader.
“We will begin to manage this development
sometime in 2017 and it’s

a big challenge for the
staff but we’re excited,
we’re rolling up our
sleeves every day,” Love
said. “We will improve the
quality of life with this development.”
Love estimates it will
be February before the

St. Petersburg Housing
Authority can officially
take over.
reach
Frank
To
Drouzas,
email
fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

First Baptist institutional Church

(727) 894-4311

Email: info@mzprogressive.org
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

sunday Worship services............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
sunday school...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible study .......................noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday prayer service ...............................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible study ....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel services - 921 20th street south
sunday Worship service .................................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday small Group Bible study ..............................6:30 p.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Mission Statement:

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

Bethel MetRopolitan BaptiSt ChuRCh

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church

3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711

1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

(727) 327-8708

Sunday Worship Service ....................10:15 a.m.

Sunday Worship Services 8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School.............................9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) ...........6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) .................7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) ..4:00 p.m.

Sunday School .....................................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday)..................7:00 p.m.

rev. Wallace elliott
sr. - pastor

Bible Study (Wednesday) ....................7:00 p.m.

“God’s House To The City”

REv. DR. WAynE G. ThomPSon,
PASToR

“the Little Church Where everybody is somebody”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston,
Pastor

Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

Faith Church
4301 13th Avenue South
Rev. J.C. Pritchett, Pastor
Mrs. Karen Pritchett

(Childs Park Rec. Center)
Saint Petersburg
11 A.M. Sunday

www.faithchsp.com • 727-337-9850
@FaithCHSP on Twitter
Faith Church Saint Petersburg on Facebook
Mount piLGriM MissionArY BAptist ChurCh

Sunday
Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.

WEdnESday
Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

Pastor
Claude Williams

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

Friendship

20th Street
church of christ

Missionary Baptist church
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300 www.fmbctheship.org
Email: fmbc3300@verizon.net

Sunday Morning Early Worship @ 8:15 AM
Sunday School @ 9:30 AM
Sunday Morning Second Worship @ 10:30 AM
Sunday Evening Service @ 5:00 PM
Monday Men & Ladies Bible Class @ 7:00 PM
Tuesday New Converts Class @ 6:30 PM
Wednesday Bible Class all ages @ 7:00 PM

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.Victorychristiancenterchurch.org

“God’s People Return to
the Word of God”
Service Schedule

pastor Clark hazley, sr.

301 38th Street North
St. Petersburg, FL 33713
727-289-5025
Bro. Antonio Seay,
Senior Minister www.pinecrestparkcoc.org

Victory Christian Center Church

4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone: 727-321-7375

Mission Statement

Church of Christ
@Pinecrest Park

Dr. John A.
Evans, pastor

Worship ExpEriEncEs
Sunday Worship .............................................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School............................................................................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday ....Noonday Wednesday in the Word and Bread of Life
7 p.m. Prayer and Wednesday in the Word
7 p.m. Youth Enrichment
Our Mission: Friendship Missionary Baptist Church is a
family of believers in Christ, reaching out to the world,
preaching the gospel to the unsaved and teaching the saved
to serve by demonstrating the Love of Christ.

bro. robert Smith

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, Fl 33712
home: 896-8006

Sunday Morning Worship
Sunday Morning bible class
Sunday Morning Second Worship
ladies bible class Monday
Monday evening bible class
Wednesday Morning bible class
Wednesday evening bible class

..........7:45 a.m.
..........9:20 a.m.
........10:40 a.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
........10:00 a.m.
............7:00 p.m.

Your
church
ad
could be
here!
contact:
www.TheWeekly
challenger.com

Genesis
Worship
Center
ChurCh
1601 49th Street South
Gulfport, FL 33707
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
Pastor Michael T. and
10:30 a.m.
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567
SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.
Rev. Manuel Sykes

Your church ad could be here
Contact: 727-896-2922
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services
Church School ..................................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ............................... 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union......................... 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

The Rock of Jesus MissionaRy BapTisT chuRch
SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
9:00 a.m. Breakfast (First Sunday only)
9:30 a.m. Sunday School (First Sunday Only)
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. / Devotion 10:15 a.m.
Praise & Worship 10:20 a.m. / Worship Services 10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer - Monday 12:00 noon
Weekly Bible Study - Tuesday 6:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsals - Thursday 6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Brian K. Brown

Your church ad
could be here
contact: www.TheWeeklychallenger.com

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

Without Walls International Church
Senior Pastor, Randy White
Sundays at 9:00am and 11:00am
Thursdays and 7:00pm
4414 N. Grady Ave Tampa, FL 33614
www.withoutwalls.org 813-879-HOPE

CHURCH NEWS
Pastor’s Corner

St. Mark MBC
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor,
the Reverend Brian K.
Brown, its official staff of
Deacons and Trustees, and
the entire congregation, extends to the community at
large, its wish that there
would be an overflowing of
God’s blessings upon their
lives. St. Mark is grounded in
a Christ-centered doctrine
that has as its central core,
the belief that we are a haven
of hope, help, and healing for
a lost world hungry and
thirsty for the word of God.
At St. Mark, we as a body of
believers are Christians willing to work and partner in
unity, praising God for the
awesome gift of His son,
Jesus Christ.
Events for December

Dec 16 - Year End Meeting-7 p.m.
Dec 17 - Christmas with
the Community Extravaganza-Time 10 a.m-noon
Dec 25 - Special Christmas Morning Early Worship
Service-9:30 a.m.
Dec 26 - Church Office
Closed
Dec 31 - Watch Night
Services at St. Mark-10 p.m.
Sunday school held for
both children and adults of
all ages. Sunday school
starts each Sunday morning
at 9:30 a.m. All are invited to
come out and join us.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) Every Sunday: 9:30
a.m.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday: 5:00 p.m. Members and the general public

are invited to come out to
study the Bible with us, and
learn “What Baptists Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held
every Tuesday at 6:00 p.m.
Children in the community
are welcomed to join us.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal on Sundays: 2-4 p.m.
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday: 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Wednesday: 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and
Bible Study every Wednesday evening: 7 p.m.
Children Youth Ministry
Bible Study 1st & 3rd
Wednesday of each month:
7:30 p.m.

Friendship MBC
INVITATION
SUNDAY AT THE SHIP - Need
a place to call home, we're
not perfect, all of us have
sinned and fallen short, you
can come here just as you
are, seeking a Word from
the Lord, great Teaching
and Preaching is what you
desire, well, look no further...The Friendship Missionary Baptist Church,
which is often referred to
as “THE SHIP”, will hold
their regular Worship Sunday Services at 7:45 am,
10:45 am and Sunday
Church School at 9:30 am
December at the Ship
The Ministries Christmas Break is scheduled
from December 12-30, 2016
- Sunday Worship will be as
usual 7:45 am and 10:45 am.
Please plan to invite your
family and friends to worship.
“EMMANUEL – GOD
IS WITH US”
CHRISTMAS
SUN-

DAY, DECEMBER 25,
2016
Church School will
began at 9:15 am and
Worship Service will
began at 10:00 am
The Annual Watch
Night Service will be held
on Saturday, December 31,
2016 at 9:45 p.m. Pastor is
asking for The Layman
Ministry and all men who
can volunteer as parking attendants to please prepare
to serve. In addition Pastor
is asking for the Adult Mass
Choir and Male Chorus to
serve. The Nurses Ministry
and all Adult Usher Ministries to serve. Dr. Joseph
Gordon and our own Pastor
Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., will
be our proclaimers. Please
bring your family and
friends to close out the year
2016 with a great praise celebration. “To God Be the
Glory.”
Something to know...
GOD is still in CONTROL!

"REMEMBER OUR
MEN AND WOMEN IN
UNIFORM AS WELL AS
OUR VETERANS THIS
CHRISTMAS"
“THE SHIP” won't sail
without YOU! For additional information on any of
the announcements, please
contact us by the following
methods: Friendship Missionary Baptist Church,
3300 31st Street South, St.
Petersburg, Florida 33712
Church Office: (727) 9068300
E-Mail:
fmbc3300@verizon.net
NOW “LIVE STREAMING”: Visit Our Website:
www.fmbctheship.net
Visit Our FACEBOOK
PAGE Visit West Coast
Baptist District Association
Website:
www.expericencethecoast.com
NEED A RIDE TO
CHURCH? Call our Transportation Ministry – (727)
906-8300 – MONDAY –
FRI. FROM 9 AM - 3 PM.

BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
Unity of Midtown

Make Room for the Promise!
Luke 2:1-7
God has promised each of us something.
Your promise may not be mine and my promise may not be yours but all of us are children
of God and we each have a promise. The
question is not whether nor not God will keep
his promise. God is a promise-keeper. The
question is when God fulfills his promise in
our lives, will we have room to receive the
promise.
The birth of Jesus represents the fulfillment of God’s promise to the Hebrew people.
For hundreds, even thousands of years, they
were promised a savior. The prophets gave
them signs so that they would be able to identify the promise when it manifested. One sign
is that he would be a descendent of David
(Isaiah 11:10). Another sign is that “a virgin
would conceive and bring forth a son (Isaiah

7:14). Despite all the prophetic indicators,
when it was time for Jesus to be born, “there
was no room for them in the inn (Luke 2:7).”
Many of us are like the innkeeper or hotel
manager in the Christmas story. The promise of God is knocking on our door looking to
take residence and we have no room. Often
our lives are filled with so many other things
that we have no vacancies for what God has
promised us. Our minds can be so busy with
the busyness of this world that we don’t have
time to even think about the promises that
God has made to us. Sometimes our hearts
are so filled with hurts, pains and disappointment that we don’t have space for the promise.
As we close 2016 and move into 2017, it’s
time for us to make room for the promise.
What has God promised you?
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